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SUB J: CODEL KOSTMAYER VISIT TO ARGENTINA 

1. (C - ENTIRE TEXT.) 

2. SUMMARY: CODEL KOSTMAYER - PETER KOSTMAYER, ROBERT 
TORRICELLI AND JAMES JEFFORDS TOGETHER WITH HOUSE FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS STAFFERS VICTOR JOHNSON AND NANCY AGRI3 - VISITED 
ARGENTINA JANUARY 11-15. KEY ISSUES ON THE CODEL 'S ACTIVE 
SCHEDULE INCLUDED HUMAN RIGHTS, NUCLEAR, PROSPECTS FOR 
DEMOCRACY, DEBT AND THE ROLE USG CAN PLAY IN SUPPORTING 
DEMOCRACY. CODEL MET WITH BOTH PRESIDENT ALFONSIN 

AND FOREIGN MINISTER DANTE CAPUTO. IN ADDITION TO 
MEETINGS REPORTED BELOW, CODEI. MET KEY ARGENTINE POLITICAL 
PLAYERS AT DINNER HOSTED BY DCM, LUNCHED PRIVATELY WITH 
U.S. JOURNALISTS AND WAS HOSTED BY UNDERSECRETARY OF THE 
PRESIDENCY DANTE GIADONE AT A BARBECUE. END SUMMARY. 

3. MEETING WITH PRESIDENT ALFONSiN 

CODELS BONKER AND KOSTMAYER WERE RECEIVED TOGETHER BY 
PRESIDENT ALFONSIN. ALFONSIN 'S WELCOME WAS WARM AND 
FRIENDLY. HIS INTRODUCTORY REMARKS REVIEWED BRIEFLY 
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ARGENTINA'S COMMITMENT TO DEMOCRACY AND DETERMINATION 
TO STRENGTHEN ITS INSTITUTIONS. HE UNDERLINED THE 
SIMILARITY OF OUR NATION'S DEMOCRATIC FOUNDATIONS AND 
INSTITUTIONS WHICH, HE NOTED, PROVIDE AN UMBRELLA UNDER 
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WHICH WE PURSUE MUTUAL INTERESTS AND PERMIT US AS 
WELL TO HAVE DIFFERENT INTERESTS. HE ACKNOWLEDGED 
ARGENTINA'S ECONOMIC DIFFICULTIES. HE DECLARED 
HIS INTENTION TO PURSUE ECONOMIC POLICIES WHICH WOULD 
RESTORE GROWTH. HE WELCOMED THE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 
WITH THE GROUP AND UNDERLINED HIS VIEW THAT IT WAS 
USEFUL TO HAVE A FRANK EXCHANGE OF VIEWS. CONGRESSMAN 
BONKBR COMPLIMENTED THE PRESIDENT ON ARG^TINA' S 
RESTORATION OF DEMOCRACY AND PROGRESS IN REBUILDING 
DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS. HE NOTED THE SUPPORT OF THE 
PEOPLE OF THE U.S. AND THE USG IN ARGENTINA'S 
RETURN TO DEMOCRACY. HE POINTED OUT, HOWEVER, THAT 
THEBE WAS ONE ISSUE UPON WHICH WE DISAGREED AND THAT WAS 
ON NUCLEAR POLICY. HE REGISTERED DISAPPOINTMENT THAT 
ARGENTINA WAS NOT A SIGNATORY TO THE NON-PROLIFERATION 
TREATY. ALFONSIN COUNTERED (BUENOS AIRES 503) SAYING 
THAT ARGENTINA DID NOT HAVE TO SIGN TO DEMONSTRATE 
ITS PEACEFUL INTENTIONS, THAT THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR 
HOLOCAUST, WHICH UNDERLIES THE SIX COUNTRY MEETINGS 
ON NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT, WAS A SUFFICIENT DETERRENT. 

4. ON HUMAN RIGHTS, ALFONSIN SAID THAT THE JUDICIARY 
HAS NOW FINISHED THE APPELLATE PROCESS. HE NOTED 
THAT THERE WERE THREE DISTINCT TYPES OF CASES: 
THOSE THAT BORE POLITICAL RESPONSIBILITY, THOSE THAT 
EXCEEDED THEIR ORDERS AND COMMITTED EXCESSES SUCH AS 
TORTURE AND KIDNAPPINGS, AND THOSE WHO THOUGHT THEY 
WERE ACTING WITHIN THEIR ORDERS. HE DID NOT SPECULATE 
WHEN HE THOUGHT THE PROCESS WOULD BE COMPLETED. 
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CONGRESSMAN TORRICELLI CONGRATULATED ALFONSIN ON THE 
SUCCESSFUL TRANSITION OF ARGENTINA TO A DEMOCRACY. 
HE NOTED THAT IT REPRESENTED A POTENTIAL OF ACTUAL 
POWER IN THE EXPRESSION OF THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE, 
AND THAT IT SURELY SERVED AS A DISINCENTIVE TO THE 
MILITARY IN THE REST OF LATIN AMERICA. ALFONSIN 
REPLIED THAT HE BELIEVED THAT TRUE AT LEAST FOR 
ARGENTINA'S FUTURE. HE DESCRIBED THE PROCESS AS A 
NARROW ROAD IN WHICH JUSTICE MUST BE EVENHANDED ON 
BOTH SIDES, CHARACTERIZED BY TRANSPARENCY. 

5. REPRESENTATIVE FRENZEL COMPLIMENTED PRESIDENT 
A FONSIN ON THE RECENTLY RELEASED FIVE-YEAR ECONOMIC 
PLAN. HE CHARACTERIZED IT AS REPRESENTING A CONSERVATIVE 
AND REASONABLE ECONOMIC APPROACH. HE ASKED THE 
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PRESIDENT IF AS PART OF THE PROGRAM HE WOULD PURSUE ttxt^t 

AN INCOMES POLICY. ALFONSIN RESPONDED THAT THE UNCLASSIFIED 

UNDERGROUND ECONOMY REPRESENTED 40 PERCENT OF THE 

GDP. THE WHITE ECONOMY WAS NOT ENOUGH TO PRODUCE THE 

NEEDED REVENUES. TAX EVASION WAS A PROBLEM BUT IF 

TAXES WERE RAISED TO MAKE UP THE DIFFERENCE IT MERELY 

INCREASED TAX EVASION. CONGRESSMAN FRENZEL REMARKED 

THAT THE IRS MIGHT BE OF SOME HELP IN DEVISING 

SYSTEMS TO CURTAIL TAX EVASION. THE PRESIDENT CONTINUED 

THAT MORE EQUITY IN THE TAX SYSTEM WAS NEEDED, AS 

MOST TAXES WERE NOW INDIRECT AND BORE HEAVILY ON 

THE CONSUMER. HE NOTED THAT CARE MUST BE TAKEN NOT 

TO TAX PRODUCTION TOO MUCH SO AS TO PREVENT 

EXPANSION. HE CONTINUED THAT THE STATE NEEDED TO DO 

MORE TO CONTAIN EXPENDITURES. HE CITED THE NEED 
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FOR EXPANSION OF EXPORTS AND THE NEED FOR MARKETS. 
HE STATED THE U.S. HAD BEEN UNDERSTANDING EVEN THOUGH 
THERE WERE PROBLEMS WITH SOME PRODUCTS IN U.S. MARKETS. 
IN THANKING PRESIDENT ALPONSIN FOR RECEIVING THE 
DELEGATION, CODEL BONKER CONGRATULATED THE PRESIDENT 
ON THE SIGNIFICANT ACHIEVEMENT OF REACHING AGREEMENT 
WITH CHILE ON THE BEAGLE CHANNEL DISPUTE AND SK^IALED 
IT AS AN EXAMPLE TO THE WORLD ON HOW SUCH DISPUTES 
SHOULD AND COULD BE RESOLVED. 

6. FOREIGN MINISTER CAPUTO 

C0N6RBSSMAN KOSTMAYER ASKED CAPUTO FOR HIS ASSESSMENT OF 
THE ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATION'S PROSPECTS DURING THE 
COMING YEAR. CAPUTO SAID THAT IN 1984 THE GOVERNMENT 
HAD SUCCESSES BUT ALSO MADE ERRORS; 1985 WOULD BE A 
HARD YEAR REQUIRING SERIOUS ADJUSTMENTS. FORTUNATELY, 
THE GOVERNMENT'S POSITION IS STRENGTHENED BY THE 
EXPERIENCE OF THE FIRST YEAR AND PRESIDENT ALFONSIN' S 
INCREASED POLITICAL STRENGTH. DRAWING ON THIS 
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CAPITAL, THE ADMINISTRATION MUST NOW UNFETTER AND 
MOBILIZE THE CREATIVE FORCE OP THE PRIVATE SECTOR. 
WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR ACTING FREELY - EVEN WITH MORE 
MISTAKES - THE OUTLOOK FOR PROMOTING ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
WILL BE ENHANCED. CONGRESSMAN KOSTMAYER ASKED WHAT 
SPECIFICALLY THE USG COULD DO TO HELP ARGENTINA. 
CAPUTO REPLIED THAT THE ESSENTIAL THING IS TO MAINTAIN 
FLUID COMMUNICATIONS SO THAT WHEN PROBLEMS INEVITABLY 
EMERGE, THE U.S. GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING CONGRESS, WOULD 
HAVE ACCURATE INFORMATION, THEREBY PERMITTING BOTH 
COXmTRIES TO SEEK RATIONAL SOLUTIONS. HE SAID ARGENTINA, 
ALTHOUGH NOT ALIGNED WITH THE U.S. SHARES THE SAME 
PRINCIPLES AND VALUES AND REGARDS ITSELF AS AN ALLY. 
CAPOTO CREDITED THE EMBASSY WITH PLAYING A PERMANENT AND 
CREATIVE ROLE IN KEEPING THE CHANNELS OF COMMUNICATION 
OPEN. HE STATED HIS PERSONAL VIEW THAT THE SUCCESS OF 
DEMOCRACY IN ARGENTINA WILL HAVE SIGNIFICANT IMPLICA- 
TIONS FOR OTHER COUNTRIES IN THE SOUTHERN CONE. 
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7. CAPUTO SAID ARGENTINA NEVER CONSIDERED RENOUNCING 
ITS DEBT. THOSE WHO COUNSEL SUCH AN UNWISE TACTIC FAIL 
TO EXPLAIN HOW THE COUNTRY COULD OBTAIN THE RESOURCES 
NEEDED FOR DEVELOPMENT. THE QUESTION IS NOT WHETHER 
ARGENTINA WILL PAY BUT RATHER HOW IT WILL PAY AND ON 
WHAT CONDITIONS. THE LAST NINE MONTHS INVOLVED VERY 
HARD NEGOTIATING OK THE DEBT ISSUE. AT CRITICAL 
MOMENTS, HOWEVER, CAPUTO SAID THAT ARGENTINA HAD 

BEEN SURPRISED AT THE DEGREE OF UNDERSTANDING AND 
ASSISTANCE OFFERED BY THE USG, WHICH SHOWED NO 
IDEOLOGICAL BIASES. U.S. OFFICIALS AT ALL LEVELS AND 
TREASURY IN PARTICULAR WERE SURPRISINGLY HELPFUL. 

8. CAPUTO SPOKE OF HIS "OBSESSIVE" INTEREST IN PROMOTING 
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A NEW GLOBAL VISION IN THE HEMISPHERE THAT WOULD LINK THE 
KEY QUESTIONS OF SECURITY, DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT - 
SOMEWHAT IN THE SAME CONCEPTUAL FASHION AS FORMER 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY'S "ALLIANCE FOR PROGRESS" HAD ATTEMPTED, 
WITH MIXED RESULTS, TO PROMOTE. CAPUTO SAID THAT A NEW 
GENERALIZED EFFORT INVOLVING "JOINT" REFLECTION ON THESE 
CRITICAL COMPONENTS IS NECESSARY TO PROMOTE HEMISPHERIC 
WELFARE. CONGRESSMAN TORRICBLLI ASKED WHETHER ARC^NTINA 
SHARED THE U.S. POSITION THAT THERE SHOULD BE NO 
OFFENSIVE WEAPONS NOR A PERMANENT FOREIGN MILITARY 
PRESENCE IN NICARAGUA. REFERRING TO HIS EARLIER COMMENT 
ON HEMISPHERIC SECURITY, CAPUTO SAID THAT ARGENTINA, OF 
COURSE, AGREES WITH THE USG'S CONCERN. HE CLAIMED THAT 
THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAS THE PRESTIGE TO INFLUENCE 
THE GRN. CAPUTO SAID THE GOA HAD CLEARLY EXPRESSED ITS 
OPPOSITION TO ACTIONS THREATENING HEMISPHERIC SECURITY 
AND TOLD THE NICARAGUANS THAT THE GOA CANNOT ACCEPT 
DEVELOPMENTS TENDING TO THREATEN THE STABILITY OF 
NICARAGUA'S NEIGHBORS. CONGRESSMAN KOSTMAYER ASKED 
WHETHER PRESIDENT ALPONSIN WOULD RAISE THE QUESTION OF 
U.S. SUPPORT FOR THE "CONTRAS" WITH PRESIDENT REAGAN. 
CAPUTO SAID NO. WHILE NICARAGUA WOULD PROBABLY COME UP 
IN THE CONTEXT OF DISCUSSING PRESIDENT ALFONSIN'S BROAD 
ANALYSIS OF LATIN AMERICAN DEVELOPMENTS AND THE IMPORTANT 
QUESTION OF MAINTAINING CONSTITUTIONAL STABILITY, HE 
DID NOT THINK PRESIDENT ALFONSIN WOULD REFER DIRECTLY 
TO U.S. SUPPORT OF THE CONTRAS. 

9. CONGRESSMAN TORRICELLI ASKED WHY ARGENTINA ALLOWED 
ITS INTERNATIONAL REPUTATION TO BE NEGATIVELY AFFECTED 
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RESPONDED BY ASSERTING THAT ALL OP ARGENTINA'S 
INSTALLED NUCLEAR FACILITIES ARE UNDER SAFEGUARDS, 
(I.E., OPERATIONAL NUCLEAR FACILITIES), ADDING THAT 
THE GOA HAS PUBLICLY STATED ITS ADHERENCE TO THE 
PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY AND ITS PROGRAM IS 
MORE ADVANCED AND MORE COMPLEX THAN, FOR EXAMPLE, THE 
CHINESE NUCLEAR PROGRAM. CAPUTO THEN REPEATED THE 
GOA'S POSITION THAT THE NUCLEAR QUESTION MUST BE 
LOOKED AT BOTH VERTICALLY AND HORIZONTALLY. WHILE 
CONGRESSMAN TORRECELLI AGREED IN THEORY, HE SAID THAT 
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NON-PROLIFERATION IS A PRACTICAL PROBLEM REQUIRING 
CONCRETE STEPS TO PREVENT THE SPREAD OP NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
CAPUTO REPEATED THAT ARGENTINA'S NUCLEAR INSTALLATIONS 
ARE ALREADY UNDER SAFEGUARD AND THAT ALL NUCLEAR 
EXPORTS WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH IAEA SAFEGUARDS. THE 
PROBLEM FOR THE GOA IS THE EXTREME POLITICAL SENSITIVITY 
OF THE NUCLEAR ISSUE. IT WOULD BE AN ERROR FOR THE GOA 
TO TRY TO PUSH FOR RATIFICATION OF TLATELOLCO AT THIS 
TIME. THE SAME GROUPS THAT OPPOSE THE DEBT WOULD 
MOBILIZE INSTANTLY AND CAPITALIZE ON THE EMOTIONAL NATURE 
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OF THIS QUESTION. AFTER 14 YEARS OF MILITARY RULE 
RESULTING IN ARGENTINA'S INTERNATIONAL ISOLATION, CAPUTO 
SAID EMOTION RATHER THAN REASON CAME TO GOVERN GOA 
POLICY. THE RESULTS WERE DEVASTATING AND OBVIOUS IN THE 
MALVINAS CONFLICT. THE ALFONSIN GOVERNMENT IS ATTEMPTING 
TO "DEEM0TI0NALI2E" ARGENTINE POLICY AND PUT IT OH A 
RATIONAL BASIS. UNFORTUNATELY, THE NUCLEAR QUESTION IS 
STILL AH EMOTIONAL ISSUE READY MADE FOR POLITICAL 
EXPLOITATION. IT MUST, THEREFORE, BE TREATED WITH GREAT 
CARE. 

10. JACOBO TIMERMAN 

THE CODEL MET AN OPTIMISTIC JACOBO TIMERMAN. HE SAID 
THAT THE HIGH HOPES FOR THE ALFONSIN ADMINISTRATION 
WERE JUSTIFIED. FROM A POLITICAL POINT OF VIEW 
EVERYTHING IS WORKING. DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS ARE PUNC- 
TIOHINGAND TIMERMBK FULLY EXPECTS FREE ELECTIONS 
TO BE HELD AGAIN AS SCHEDULED IN 1985. AN IMF 
AGREEMENT WAS REACHED AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC TALKS AMONG 
THE GOVERNMENT, LABOR AND BUSINESS ARE PROGRESSING. 
THERE IS REAL FREEDOM OP THE PRESS AFTER FORTY YEARS 
THE COUNTRY NOW HAS A UNIQUE CHANCE, FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN HALF A CENTURY, TO FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY. ASKED 
BY CONGRESffllAH KOSTMAYER WHAT COULD GO WRONG IN THIS 
ROSY SCENARIO, TIMERMAN REPLIED: "EVERYTHING," BECAUSE 
ALL THE TRAPPINGS OF DEMOCRACY ARE VERY WEAk! 
"SECURITY," CONFRONTING ANY PERCEIVED THREAT OF 
SUBVERSION, REMAINS THE WATCHWORD FOR THOSE WHO HOPE TO 
SEE THE MILITARY RETURN. THE ECONOMIC SITUATION COULD 
GO WRONG AS ARGENTINA WILL HAVE GREAT DIFFICULTY 
MEETING THE IMF GUIDELINES. TIMERMAN ATTRIBUTED 
ALFONSIN' S PHENOMENAL POPULARITY TO HIS MESSAGE OF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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PEACE, PLURALISM AND OPENMINDEDNESS . TIMEI(MAH SAID 
IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT THE MAN HE CONSIDERED THE PBRONIST 
EQUIVALENT OF ALFONSIN, GOVERNOR SAUL MENEM OF LA 
RIOJA PROVINCE, IS B7 OPINION POLLS THE SECOND MK>ST 
POPULAR MZkN IN THE COUNTRY. 

11. CONGRESSMAN KOSTMASER ASKED ABOUT A UNITED STATES 
ROLE IN DEMOCRATIC ARGENTINA. IN RESPONSE, TIMERMAN 
RECALLED AMBASSADOR KENNAN'S MID-1950'S MEETING WITH 
U.S. AMBASSADORS TO LATIN AMERICA OUT OF WHICH CAME - 
ACCORDING TO TIMERMAN - THE THEORY OF NATIONAL SECURITY: 
THE ONLY RELIABLE U.S. ALLIES IN LATIN AMERICA ARE THE 
ARMED FORCES. TIMERMAN CLAIMED THIS VIEW IS STILL CURREN 
IN THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND THAT THE UNITED STATES 
HAS BETTER RELATIONS, CONNECTIONS AND EXCHANGE OF 
INFORMATION WITH ARMED FORCES LEADERS THAN WITH CIVILIAN 
LEADERS. HE ALLEGED THAT A LATIN MILITARY OFFICER 
COULD GO TO A U.S. COLLEAGUE AND LEARN PRECISELY WHAT 
SUPPORT HE WOULD RECEIVE IN AN ATTEMPTED COUP AGAINST 

A CIVIL GOVERNMENT. HE CALLED FOR MORE CONGRESSIONAL 
INVOLVEMENT IN FOREIGN POLICYMAKING TO BALANCE THE 
PENTAGON, STATB DEPARTMENT AND FINANCIAL INDUSTRY. 

12. HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS 

CODEL KOSTMAYER AND CODEL BONKER MET JOINTLY WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF ARGENTINE HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS, INCLUD- 
ING THE CENTER FOR LEGAL AND SOCIAL STUDIES (GELS) , 
THE PERMANENT ASSEMBLY FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, AND THE MOTHERS 
AND GRANDMOTHERS OF THE PLAZA DEL MAYO. DR. EMILIO 
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MIGNONE, PRESIDENT OF CELS, MADE THE MEETING'S MAIN 
PRESENTATION. DR. MIGNONE SAID 1984 SAW POSITIVE 
DEVELOPMENTS - ARGENTINA'S REPUBLIC INSTITUTIONS ARE 
FULLY FUNCTIONING; LAST YEAR WAS THE FIRST IN SIXTEEN 
TO BE FREE OF POLITICAL CRIME; THERE WERE NO DISAPPEAR- 
ANCES; AND A PERMANENT, IP SOMETIMES DIFFICULT, 
RELATIONSHIP EXISTED BETWEEN THE GOA AND HUMAN 'rIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS. THE PRESIDENT ERRED, HOWEVER, IN SPONSOR- 
ING AND SECURING PASSAGE OP A LAW DECREEING THAT CRIMES 
COMMITTED BY SECURITY FORCES PERSONNEL FROM 1976 TO 1984 
COME UNDER MILITARY COURT JURISDICTION. HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS BELIEVE THESE CASESSHOULD BE TRIED IN 
CIVIL COURTS BECAUSE MILITARY COURTS ARE NOT JUDICIAL 
NOT RECOGMIZED BY THE CONSTITUTION, AND BECAUSE NO ONE 
HAS CONFIDENC 

E IN THE MILITARY COURTS. THE ALFONSIN 
POLICY HAS FAILED. ONE YEAR PASSED WITHOUT ANY CON- 
VICTIONS. THE SUPREME COUNCIL OF THE ARMED FORCES SAID 
IT WAS NOT WILLING TO CONVICT ANYONE AND THEN RESIGNED 
THE PRESIDENT FORESAW THIS POSSIBILITY OF FAILURE AND 
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BUILT TWO SAFEGUARDS INTO THE LAW. ANY SUPREME COUNCIL 
DECISION IS REVIEWED BY THE CIVILIAN APPELLATE COURTS 
AND IF THE SUPREME COUNCIL DOES NOT DECIDE A CASE WITHIN 
SIX MONTHS, A FEDERAL APPEALS COURT CAN TAKE THE CASE. 

13. CONGRESSMAN BONKER NOTED U.S. CONGRESS' LEADING ROLE 
IN SUPPORT OF HUMAN RIGHTS, INCLUDING CREATION OF A 
HUMAN RIGHTS AMD HUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS BUREAU IN THE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE AND ANNUAL COUNTRY HUMAN RIGHTS 
REPORTS. CONGRESS IDENTIFIED DISAPPEARANCES AS A 
VIOLATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND HELD HEARINGS ON 
DISAPPEARANCES. THE DELEGATIONS WANTED TO APPLAUD THE 
GROUPS' ACTIONS IN RAISING AWARENESS OF WHAT WAS 
HAPPENING IN ARGENTINA DURING MILITARY JUNTAS. 
CONGBESS ALSO WANTED TO EXPRESS SYMPATHY FOR THOSE WHO 
HAVE LOST DISAPPEARED PERSONS AND WOULD LIKE TO HELP 
BRING TO JUSTICE THOSE WHO COMMITTED VIOLATIONS. 
CONGRESSMAN KRMAN NOTED THE ARGUMENT THAT DEMOCRACY WAS 
TOO FRAGILE IN ARCTNTINA TO WITHSTAND GREAT PRESSURE 

ON THE MILITARY. WHAT WAS HUMAN RIGHTS GROUPS' ANSWER 
TO THAT CLAIM? DR. MIGNONE SAID RE PERSONALLY SAW NO 
RISK OF A COUP IN ARGENTINA. (THE OTHER HUMAN RIGHTS 
LEADERS PRESENT AGREED.) IT WAS THEREFORE INACCURATE 
TO STATE THAT FIRM ACTION AGAINST THE MILITARY WOULD 
TRIGGER A COUP. IN FACT, IF THE GOVERNMENT DID NOT 
STRIKE NOW TO DESTROY THE MILITARY AS A POLITICAL 
FORCE, THE ARMED FORCES WOULD AGAIN GAIN STRENGTH. 

14. CODEL ASKED IF DISAPPEARED PERSONS WERE POLITICALLY 
INVOLVED. A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MOTHERS OF THE PLAZA 
DEL MAYO REPLIED THAT IN THEIR VIEW THE ISSUE WAS NOT 
POLITICAL INVOLVEMENT, BUT THE METHODS - KIDNAPPING, 
TORTURE AND KILLING - USED BY THE MILITARY. THEY COULD 
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NOT BE ACCEPTED FROM EITHER AN ETHICAL OR LEGAL POINT 
OF VIEW. CODEL ASKED IF THE GROUPS DOCUMENTED THE 
NUMBER OF DISAPPEARED PERSONS AND THE NUMBER OF ARMED 
FORCES AND SECURITY PERSONNEL INVOLVED IN DISAPPEARANCES. 
SRACIELA FEIWANDEZ MEJIDES, A MEMBER OF THE SABATO 
COMMISSION ON DISAPPEARED PERSONS, SAID THE COMMISSION 
DOCUMENTED APPROXIMATELY 9,000 CASES OF DISAPPEARED. 
SHE BELIEVED, HOWEVER, THAT THE NUMBER COULD BE HIGHER 
SINCE THE COMMISSION IN ITS TRAVELS THROUGH ARGENTINA 
HEARD OF CASES WHICH WERE NOT PREVIOUSLY REPORTED TO 
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AUTHORITIES. THE C(M4MISSI0N PREPARED A LIST OF 
APPROXIMATELY 1,300 NAMES INVOLVED IN HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS, BUT FERNANDEZ MEJIDES NOTED THAT NAMES OH 
THAT LIST HAD DIFFERENT DEGREES OF PARTICIPATION. 

15. EDUARDO RABOSSI, INTERIOR UNDERSECRETARY FOR HUMAN 
RIGHTS 



RABOSSI SAID THE GOVERNMENT VXAS DETERMINED TO FOLLOW THE 
CONSTITUTIONAL JUDICIAL PROCESS TO PUNISH BOTH PERPETRA- 
TORS OF SUBVERSIVE ACTS AND HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATORS IN 
THE MILITARY. THE SABATO COMMISSION ON DISAPPEARED 
PERSONS (CONADEP) , ON WHICH RABOSSI SERVED , WAS ONE PART 
OF THIS PROCESS. HE NOTED THE THREE-FOLD CONCEPTUAL 
DISTINCTION THE GOA DREW AMONG THOSE RESPONSIBLE BECAUSE 
THEY WERE IN COMMAND POSITIONS, THOSE WHO EXCEEDED ORDERS 
OR WHO CREATED EXTRA- LEGAL TASK FORCES AGAINST ALLEGED 
SUBVERSIVES, AND THOSE WHO FOLLOWED ORDERS. THE SABATO 
COMMISSI(»I FOUND THAT THE APPROXIMATELY 9,000 DISAPPEARED 
PERSONS CAME FROM ALL LEVELS OF SOCIETY - 30 PERCENT WERE 
LABORERS, 20 PERCENT STUDENTS AND 17 PERCENT WHITE 
COLLAR WORKERS. BECAUSE CONADEP TRAVELED THROUGHOUT 
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THE COUNTRY AND CONTACTED MANY DIFFERENT HUMAN RIGHTS 
ORGANIZATIONS, RABOSSI IS SKEPTICAL THAT THERE ARE MANY 
DISAPPEARED CASES NOT BROUGHT TO THE COMMISSION'S 
ATTENTION. HE IS CERTAIN THERE ARE NO DISAPPEARED 
PEOPLE NOW HELD IN ANY ARGENTINE JAILS, GARRISONS OR 
OTHER PLACES OF DETENTION. RABOSSI ESTIMATES THAT 300 
MILITARY WERE ACTIVELY INVOLVED IN THE TASK FORCES - MADE 
UP OF ARMED FORCES, POLICE AND PRIVATE CITIZENS - WHICH 
CARRIED CUT THE "DIRTY WAR." SOME OF THOSE 300 HAVE 
UNDOUBTEDLY RETIRED FROM. ACTIVE SERVICE. RABOSSI SAID 
THE PROCESS OF JUDICIAL ACCOUNTING FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS IS MOVING TOO SLOWLY BECAUSE THE SUPREME 
COUNCIL OF THE ARMED FORCES FAILED TO PRODUCE THE SERIOUS 
INVESTIGATION WHICH THE GOVERNMENT EXPECTED. HOWEVER, 
MORE CASES MAY PASS TO THE CIVILIAN COURTS FROM MARCH TO 
JUNE 1985. RABOSSI EXPECTS SOME CONVICTIONS BY MID-1985 
AND THAT EVENTUALLY FEWER THAN 200-300 PEOPLE WILL BE 
JAILED . 

16. FAMUS (RELATIVES OF PERSONS KILLED BY SUBVERSION) 
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FAMUS PRESIDENT, HEBE SOLARI DE BERDINA, SAID THE 
ORGANIZATION SUPPORTS DEMOCRACY AND EXISTS TO HONOR THE 
MEMORY OF THOSE WHO DIED FIGHTING AGAINST SUBVERSION 
BECAUSE "THEY WERE THE ONES WHO MADE DEMOCRACY POSSIBLE 
TODAY." FAMUS DISAVOWED ANY POLITICAL INTEREST AS THAT 
WAS AN INDIVIDUAL ISSUE. THE GROUP ADMITTED THAT 
EXCESSES WERE COMMITTED IN THE WAR ON SUBVERSION, BUT 
THAT FACT SHOULD NOT EXCUSE THE SUBVERSION WHICH EXISTED. 
THEY EMPHASIZED THAT THE CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT OF ISABEL 
PERON AUTHORIZED THE EXTERMINATION OF TERRORISM. 
CONGE^ESSMAN KOSTMAYER O01A4ENTED THAT TERRORISM WAS 
ALWAYS WRONG, WHETHER IT CAME FROM THE RIGHT OR LEFT, 
BUT STATE- SPONSORED TERRORISM WAS THE WORST. FAMUS 
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CRITICIZED OTHER NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL HTOIAN 
RIGHTS GROUPS, ASKING WHICH DEFENDED THE RIGHTS OP 
PAMUS' DEAD AND OP THE SENDERO LUMINOSO'S VICTIMS IN 
PERU. PAMUS DID NOT HATE ANYONE, UNLIKE OTHER HUMAN 
RIGHTS ORGANIZATIONS. PAMUS ACTIVITIES 1«ERE ENTIRELY 
SELP-FINANCED , UNLIKE OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. PAMUS 
MONTHLY MASSES WERE NOT POLITICAL CHALLENGES, BUT AN 
OPPORTUNITY TO KEEP ALIVE THE MEMORY OP STOVERSION' S 
VICTIMS. PAMUS BELIEVED THE ARMED FORCES SHOULD BE 
SUBORDINATE TO CIVILIAN AUTHORITY. ACCORDING TO THE 
TWO EX-MILITAPY MEN PRESENT, THE ARMED FORCES AGREED 
BUT CIVILIAN CONTROL OVER THE MILITARY SHOULD NOT BE 
USED AS AN EXCUSE OR COVER FOR DESTROYING THE FORCES. 

17. BRIGADIER CTNERAL (RETIRED) MANUAL LAPRIDA 

LAPRIDA KIAISBD THE GOVERNMENT'S POLICY OP PURSUING 
CASES OF HUMAN RIGHTS ABUSES THROUGH JUDICIAL 
PROCESSES. HE NOTED THE GOVERNMENT'S BALANCE IN 
CONFIDENTIAL 



CONFIDENTIAL 



PAGE 03 BUENOS 00645 05 OF 06 241325Z 

CONDEMNING EQUALLY THE STATE -SPONSORED TERRORISM OF 
THE MILITARY REGIME AND THE SUBVERSION IT INTENDED 
TO ERADICATE. THE GENERAL SAID THAT IN 1976 HE 
WARNED THE MILITARY REGIME'S INTERIOR MINISTER 
AGAINST USING TERRORISM'S METHODS. IN RETROSPECT, 
GENERAL LAPRIDA BELIEVES HIS ADVICE WAS CORRECT -'tHB 
WAR ON TERRORISM COULD HAVE BEEN WON BY LEGAL MEANS. 
IT WOULD HAVE BEEN MORE COSTLY, BUT ETHICALLY CLEAN. 
CONGRESSMAN KOSTMAYER INVITED GENERAL LAPRIDA' S COMMENTS 
ON THE CURRENT SITUATION WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES. THE 
GENERAL REPLIED THAT THESE WERE TOUGH TIMES FOR THE 
MILITARY, WITH GENERALIZED ATTACKS ON THE ARMED FORCES 
AS TORTURERS AND MURDERERS AS WELL AS MASSIVE BUDGET 
CUTS. LAPRIDA BELIEVES, HOWEVER, THAT THE ARMED FORCES 
WILL UNDERSTAND SOON WHAT IT MEANS TO LIVE UNDER A 
DEMOCRACY. HE NOTED THAT ARGENTINA HAD SEEN ONLY 
FIVE YEARS OP DEMOCRACY IN THE LAST EIGHTEEN. BECAUSE 
OF THAT YOUNGER OFFICIALS (23-24 YEARS OP AGE) DON'T 
UNDERSTAND WHAT DEMOCRACY MEANS, DON'T KNOW HOW TO 
PRACTICE TOLERANCE OR HOW TO LIVE WITH THOSE OF 
DIFFERENT VIEWS. CONGRESSMAN KOSTMAYER ASKED ABOUT 
THREATS PROM THE RIGHT OR LEPT. LAPRIDA REPLIED THAT 
THERE WAS NO LEFTIST SUBVERSION OR COMMUNIST THREAT, 
BUT INCREASING NUMBERS OF ARGENTINES SAW SOCIALISM 
AS A POSSIBILITY IN ARGENTINA. THE GENERAL DESCRIBED 
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THE RIGHT AS VERY ACTIVE, BUT SMALL^ra ^fcffiiaU ^^^^ 

18. ENRIQUE VENTURIMI, A SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
AFFAIRS, C6T 

VENTDRINI ASSURED THE CONtSlBSSMEN THAT THE CGT SUPPORTS 
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AND WOULD CONTINUE TO SUPPORT DEMOCRACY IN ARGENTINA. HE 
OBSERVED THAT ORGANIZED LABOR WAS DISAPPOINTED WITH THE 
ECONOMIC POLICIES OF THE GQA, BUT THAT CGT LEADERS FELT 
THAT ALFONSIN HAD SHOWN GREATER WILLINGNESS TO HEAR 
LABOR'S SUGGESTIONS AT RECENT MEETINGS. THE CGT WOULD 



UNCLASSIFIED 



UNCLASSIFIED 

NEGOTIATE A SOCIAL PACT WITH GOVERNMENT AND MANAGEMENT 
IN GOOD FAITH. HOWEVER, IT WOULD PRESS ITS DEMANDS 
VIGOROUSLY SINCE "THERE CAN BE NO DEMOCRACY WITHOUT 
SOCIAL JUSTICE." BUSHNELL 
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